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Welcome to the Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership 2019 Review, which is full of reports 
about our activities; what has happened at the stations along our routes and information about 

some forthcoming interesting projects.

Partnership gets the key to unlock the potential of rooms at Swaythling

Last year, as part of an initiative supported by both the Association of Community Rail Partnerships (ACoRP) and South 
Western Railway, we helped to assess a number of redundant station buildings and rooms which the Three Rivers Community 
Rail Partnership could potentially return back to community use. We identified locations at: Shawford, Bitterne, 
Swaythling, St. Denys, Woolston, Redbridge and Netley, all of which have great potential.
After formal discussions with South Western Railway, who administer and run the stations as part of their franchise, it was 

agreed for a “peppercorn rent” that  could take on the lease on the two redundant Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
rooms at Swaythling station this year as a start to this exciting project. 

We are delighted to commence this project and later this year will see refurbishment work on the rooms begin! Volunteers 
have already undertaken the clearing of the rooms, disposing of old equipment and furniture. Keep an eye on facebook for our 
latest news as we get the builders in to mend the floor, provide power points, upgrade electrics and reinstate the main window at 
the front of this historic building. At the end of the refurbishment we hope to provide meeting rooms for local community 
groups, instigate a “Free Shop Friday” food reduction scheme (following our successful initiative with the East Hampshire 
Community Rail Partnership at Petersfield Station) and hold various events.  

Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership Volunteer Angela Cotton, Rail Officer Mark Miller, Chair Nick Farthing, South Western Railway 
Community Rail Manager Andy Harrowell and ACoRP Community Rail Officer Daniel Wright at a ceremony to mark the handing over of 
the keys to Swaythling’s redundant rooms. Continuing the light-hearted theme - a peppercorn was brandished!
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On 15 September, as part of a national weekend of free visits to heritage 
attractions, Bursledon station provided a connection point for rail users to access 
free shuttle buses taking visitors to Bursledon Brickworks and Bursledon Windmill. 
The buses were funded by Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership and operated 
by the Southampton & District Transport Heritage Trust. 
As last year, station adopters, volunteers from other stations and members of the 

local history group staffed stands in the station car park, giving out transport and 
tourist publicity, along with detailed historical information about Bursledon. 
However, this year was a special year. We marked the 130th Anniversary of the 

opening of the station with a birthday cake, a station history leaflet and a visit from 
Queen Victoria!
Over 200 people visited our stall on a sweltering hot day. They were all offered 

bottles of water, a slice of birthday cake (we had more than one!) and fresh 
strawberries as a nod to the fact that Bursledon was on the ‘Strawberry Line’. 
Happy 130th Birthday Bursledon!

Bursledon station 130th Anniversary
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Below: Detail from a monochrome postcard showing 
Bursledon’s brand new station . It actually had in 1889
salmon pink and brown painted and glazed wooden 
waiting shelters. It also had ‘candy-twist’ lampposts with 
oil lamps and of course its own staff. As the station was 
only served by a single-track railway line at that stage 
there was only a single platform.

Queen Victoria (the marvellous Maureen 
Queen) ceremonially cuts Bursledon 
station’s cake to mark its 130th 
Anniversary. The day was so hot that the 
icing on the cake was melting, and so 
was Maureen in that outfit!



For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:

Page 3

Chair Nick Farthing, Rail Officer Mark Miller, and Volunteer Nigel-Barnes-Evans staffing 
the Partnership publicity stand. 

Visitors boarding one of the shuttle buses.

Visitors arriving by train were greeted by 
the sunflowers sown, grown and nurtured 
by the children of Bursledon’s Buttercups 
Early Years Centre. 

One of South Western Railway’s train 
guards accepts a gift of strawberries and 
a Bursledon history leaflet.‘It’s a blooming scandal!’ Queen Victoria 

has some fun with a local family!

A beautiful planting scheme by the Friends 
of Bursledon Station - using an old dinghy 
from the nearby Hamble River.
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Partnership promotion at “Fryern Funtasia”

As last year, we took our mobile publicity stand to the Chandler’s Ford “Fryern 
Funtasia” event in May. Last year’s event was boiling hot, but this year’s was cold 
and wet, which kept visitor numbers down a little. However, those who came along 
now know more about the work we do at Chandler’s Ford station, and at others on 
the  network, as we were handing out Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
our 2018 Annual Review.  
We also held a raffle to raise funds for the Partnership.  Thank you Great Western 

Railway for the prize which was a couple of return rail tickets to be used on GWR 
services.

12 years in existence
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Find out more about the work of Three 
Rivers Community Rail Partnership by 
reading the pages of our past Annual 
Reviews - available to download from our 
website.

A Great Western Railway service calling at Southampton Central station.



For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:

Page 5

The “M1 rail-bus link between ” 
Eastleigh station and Marwell Zoo ran 
again this year, with just over 4,000 
passengers using the bus. The service 
operated by First, ran between 6 April 
and  September on weekends and ank 1 B
Holidays and every day during the 
school holidays. As last year, th re was a e
discount on the bus fare for rail ticket 
holders. 
The tropical house at Marwell Zoo 

proved a big attraction, but the major 
draw over the Summer holidays were 
the “Brickosaurs” - 50 magnificently 
detailed dinosaur figures made from 
thousands of LEGO bricks.
The aim of the bus is to link the Zoo 

with mainline train services to London 
and further afield, thereby promoting 
the Zoo to a wider audience and 
reducing reliance on visitors by car.    

Partnership Rail-Bus Links:

The M1 bus may run later in 2020 
dependent on the national health crisis. 
Please “keep an eye” on our website for 
details!

Above: A close-up detail of one of the 
LEGO dinosaurs at Marwell Zoo.

    - Marwell ZooEastleigh 

The M1 timetable leaflet.
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Below: A Parasaurolophus made of LEGO 
bricks arrives at Marwell Zoo!



For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:

Page 6

As part of the continuing work towards 
their ‘Community Scouting’ badges, the 
boys and girls from the 12th Eastleigh 
Scouts Group have again helped to 
clean, litter-pick and enhance Eastleigh 
station. 

In March they installed Three Rivers 
Community Rail Partnership signs on 
the 4 wooden planters outside the main 
entrance. In addition, they tidied up the 
bulbs and winter flowers that they had 
planted the previous year. They were 
really pleased to see how well the flowers 
were growing.

In June they gave the station a good 
clean and wipe over. They also changed 
the planting scheme, filling the planters 
with geraniums, petunias, lavender and 
“Bizzie Lizzies” for the Summer. By 
September the planters looked fantastic!

In October they planted winter 
flowering pansies and skimmia that kept 
the planters cheery for station users over 
the winter months.

A  effort was made this year by fabulous
all the scouts and cubs. Well done 
everyone!

The next part of the project will include 
the installation of some artwork by local 
youngsters, providing even more 
improvements to the look of Eastleigh 
Station.  Look out for them during 2020.

Scouts and cubs 
lend a hand at Eastleigh 
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Sadly, this year we have lost Mottisfont & Dunbridge volunteer Gordon Wood 
who passed away after a long battle with illness. 
Gordon was a practical no-nonsense person who was incredibly talented. Over a 

period of 10 years he created some superb artwork for the station including wooden, 
painted sheep and colourful, wooden River Test fishes attached to the platform fence 
next to his bicycle display with flowers brimming in its baskets on Platform 2. 
Last year he created a beautiful and educational series of individual paintings of birds 
to display in the station’s community poster case. 

A leading light in Mottisfont Art Group, he painted magnificent works of art that 
were purchased by the local community and we were lucky enough to engage his 
talents to illustrate some of the maps in our Station Walks book. 

He was earnest and self-motivated - often going above and beyond his volunteer’s 
remit to publicise the Partnership; he took it upon himself to distribute our annual 
Test Valley Bus leaflets to Salisbury station. He came to many Partnership events and 
meetings where he was personable and utterly charming. He will be sadly missed.

Representatives of  attended Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
Gordon’s funeral to pay their respects. Our sincere continuing condolences go to his 
wife Cathie. The station won’t be same without its original husband and wife team, 
but succeeding volunteers will do their best to keep it as tidy and cheerful as possible 
in the future.
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Volunteer Nigel Barnes-Evans (in hi-vis 

vest) chatting with ‘off duty’ Volunteer 

Gordon Wood at Mottisfont & 

Dunbridge station level crossing in 2017.

Above: Gordon’s map illustration for Walk 3 of our 
Station Walks book,  Mottisfont & his local station
Dunbridge and his lovely painting of a goldcrest 

on one of the station’s posters.
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D-Day Veteran Stan Rickard chats
outside Netley station’s History Room.

100 volunteers 

Netley station joins forces with Country Park event
On a very hot Saturday in June, South Western Railway Community Ambassadors Sheree Whetren from neighbouring 

Woolston station and Netley’s own Ian Edwards assisted at the opening of Netley station’s History Room. The honour of 
tape-cutting was deftly performed before an audience of residents and well-wishers by local resident and D-Day veteran 
Stan Rickard, ably assisted by Hound Parish councillor and history society leading lady Maureen Queen. Afterwards visitors 
were welcomed into the room that had been restored by the  as part of its Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
redundant station buildings initiative. The History Room - originally the ladies waiting room - had been bedecked by the 
Hound Local History Society with a fantastic collection of photographs, maps and other historic ephemera showing the 
fascinating history of the village, its links with the ‘Netley Line’ and the Royal Victoria Military Hospital it was built to serve.

From the station forecourt a vintage Southampton Corporation bus, courtesy of the Southampton & District Transport Heritage 
Trust, operated a free shuttle service organised by the Partnership to the Armed Forces Day event at Royal Victoria Country Park 
nearby. The Country Park beside Southampton Water is in the former military hospital grounds. A branch line railway from 
Netley station once conveyed wounded soldiers to the hospital in specially converted “Hospital Trains”. 

At the front of the station the Three Rivers Community 
Rail Partnership stall, did a roaring trade selling raffle 
tickets, teas, coffees and most welcome of all - cool 
bottled water!

Netley station Ambassador 
Ian Edwards.

Left: The shuttle bus in
the station forecourt and 
the Chapel of Netley’s 
Military Hospital in Royal 
Victoria Country Park
(www.hants.gov.uk/

from Netley station. 
rvchapel), a short walk
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Netley waiting room exterior is uncovered!

The rear, completely covered in June. Several sessions of many hours of careful 
ivy removal exposed the building.

In July Volunteer Nigel Barnes-Evans 
uncovered the picket fence behind the 
Waiting Room; sawing through some 
incredibly thick ivy.

A well-earned cup of tea and a “good job 
jobbed” with the approach to Platform 2 
now a tidy and pleasant place.

The currently disused and boarded-up 
Waiting Room at Netley station.

In the Summer roving Volunteers Nigel and Sam Barnes-Evans  got stuck-in with freeing the exterior of the disused (inset)
Waiting Room on Platform 2 from the clutches of some very invasive ivy. The rear wall was particularly bad - with not a brick in 
sight! Gradually and carefully the pair uncovered the building and opened up the ‘garden’ area behind it. They found lots of old 
rubbish, but also some great plants completely subsumed, like a huge Yucca! Spring 2020 will be very exciting, when dormant 
plants will re-emerge. This is an area that can now be enjoyed by the public, in addition to the already established Wildflower 
and Wildlife garden and the station planters ably looked after by Volunteers Richard and Kate respectively. 

Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership has plans to restore and open the Waiting Room to passengers. Watch our 
facebook page for updates.

Due to restored warmth and sunlight, a 
swathe of Periwinkle has already re-
established itself at the foot of the building. 
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In December we held our annual 
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies Evening at 
Netley station accompanied by the 
Netley Ukulele Group in festive mood. 
We had more visitors than ever to this 

event, lured in by the music and smell 
of mulled wine. Everyone agreed it was 
a most enjoyable evening and it is 
great to see our restored waiting room 
being used for community occasions. 
We raised £64.74 from book sales, 

donations and raffle ticket sales and a 
donation was made to the Ukelele 
Group, which does not charge for its 
services but accepts gifts for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

Netley Mulled Wine 
and Mince Pies Evening
brings festive cheer

Below: The Local History Room with ‘elf’ 
Maureen Queen on hand to answer questions.

Chair Nick ‘Rudolph’ Farthing getting 
into the spirit of the season by giving out 
mince pies to rail passengers, while wearing 
fairy lights in his antlers. Very fetching!
Thanks to all those who made the evening 
such a success.
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Our Romsey-Stockbridge TEST VALLEY 
SUMMER BUS service operated on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays between 5 
May and 22 September in 2019. 
As last year the bus was operated by 

a small number of dedicated Unity 
Transport drivers. Nearly 400 
passengers used the service this year.

The bus may run in 2020 dependent on 
the national health crisis.  Please watch 
out for details on our website!

Test Valley 
Summer Bus

Unity Transport driver Cat, waiting for the 
Test Valley Summer bus train connection 
at Mottisfont & Dunbridge station.

Route 77
The Partnership again supported the 

operation of our Summer route 77 
Sundays and Bank Holidays Andover-
Stockbridge bus service. 
Stagecoach run the route for us and 

it is timed to allow a guaranteed 
connection in Stockbridge with our 
TEST VALLEY SUMMER BUS, thereby 
effectively re-establishing the old 
Sprat and Winkle railway line. The 
service has become more established 
and this was reflected in the usage 
figures of nearly 200 passenger trips, 
up around 15% from the previous 
year

The bus may run in 2020 dependent 
on the national health crisis. Please 
watch out for details on our website!

The Test Valley Summer bus 
at the Romsey Abbey pick-up point.

Our bus stop timetable is installed for the 
season at Romsey station forecourt.

    -   - StockbridgeRomsey Mottisfont & Dunbridge   

Partnership Rail-Bus Link:
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Romsey Station Walk to Fishlake Meadows
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On the morning of 27 April a fantastic walk was had by all from Romsey station to Fishlake Meadows Nature Reserve 
(www.hiwwt.org.uk/fishlake-meadows). No rain, plenty of sunshine and a blustery head wind greeted the 20 or so walkers 
who joined the  on this inaugural walk from the railway station!Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
Special thanks goes to Elizabeth and Richard from the Romsey and District Society and Jo from the U3A who led the walk 

and identified birds and birdsong along the way. This lovely area is easily accessible from the railway station, so why not 
come and explore it in your own time? 

9

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust
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Better access, less pigeons, and more cycle racks at Romsey station... 
thanks to GWR!

Thank you to Great Western Railway, who, in April, re-surfaced the approach road to Romsey station and installed anti-

pigeon measures on the platforms. These issues have been long-standing problems which Three Rivers Community Rail 

Partnership, and station staff have asked to be addressed. Thank you GWR and praise where praise is due. 

Refurbished and additional cycle racking have also been installed as part of Great Western Railway’s Customer and 

Communities Improvement Fund. This was in response to greater demands raised by cyclists, through Three Rivers 

Community Rail Partnership passenger surveys, for enhanced facilities at the station. We are pleased to advise potential 

users that all the racks are now under shelter and covered by CCTV. 

We are still working with GWR to complete this project to provide additional cycle racks or hoops on platform 1. This will 

encourage more people to cycle to the station and use the access ramp from the railway arch up to the platform! This 

would avoid wheeling bikes along platform 2 and through the underpass and up and down steps!

Railway tales at Romsey
An excellent afternoon of storytelling was enjoyed by many on 6 October at 

Romsey station. Varied, interesting, scary and humorous stories, all with a 
railway theme, were expertly brought to life by Sarah Lloyd-Winder and Chris 
Connaughton. This event was part of the Romsey Town Storytelling Festival 
which had run all week. Passengers waiting for trains, and people who had come 
along especially for the tales, filled the waiting room - with everyone delighting 
in the stories told.
Such was the success of the event that we are now thinking of other events at 

our stations and on our trains where storytelling can take centre stage! Thanks 
to Chris and Sarah for their brilliant performances.
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Romsey remembers the fallen...
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Top: Vicar of Romsey Abbey the Reverend Thomas 

Wharton  Sea Cadet Ruben Southern, Air Cadet Cpl. ,

Lucie-Ann Holloway, Three Rivers Community Rail 

Partnership Rail Officer Mark Miller, Romsey Town Mayor 

Cllr. Janet Burnage, a member of the Romsey British 

Legion, and memorial sculptor Caroline Dear pose for 

photographs after the wreath-laying at the Remembrance 

Ceremony on 9 November.©.The Romsey Echo

Last November the  hosted another Remembrance Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
Ceremony at its Poppy Memorial on Romsey Station Approach. Shirley Rogers, our lead-volunteer at 
Romsey station, along with local sculptor Caroline Dear, organised several ceramic workshop days at 
Choice Plants garden centre in Timsbury. Locals used the ceramic poppy holders they created at the 
workshops to hold a candle-lit vigil at the event. 

The ceremony began with a welcome from Rail Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership 
Officer Mark Miller. Sea Cadet Ruben Southern then read the Rudyard Kipling poem ‘My Boy Jack’, and 
Air Cadet Cpl. Lucie-Ann Holloway read ‘The Bombers’ by Sarah Churchill - both of which moved 
many of those assembled to tears. There was an address and prayers by the Vicar of Romsey Abbey, 
The Reverend Thomas Wharton, and then wreaths were laid by Romsey Town Mayor Cllr. Janet 
Burnage; a member of the Romsey British Legion; Simon Scott of Three Rivers Community Rail 
Partnership; and a founder of the Romsey War Memorial Archive.

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

The candle-lit poppy holders at dusk.
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“Leaf-Busting” and lavender trimming at St. Denys
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Sam & Nigel Barnes-Evans have 
continued to litter-pick, sweep, look 
after the planters and keep an eye on 
their local station - St. Denys.
Annual jobs include clearing the 

leaves from the upper station car park 
and trimming the lavender bushes in 
planters on Platforms 1 and 4.
This year the Volunteers have 

‘branched out’ to regularly litter-pick 
the woodland on Drummond Drive 
station approach and report the all too 
frequent incidents of fly-tipping there. 

18 Steering 

Group members 
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Some of the dried lavender flower seeds from St. Denys were used to make up lavender bags to sell at 
Woolston Station Garden Open Day to raise funds for the partnership! (See page 25).
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250 stakeholders 
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Train2Travel

The  now offers a training package to Year 6 pupils in its area.  Called Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership

“Train2Travel”, the package was developed by our sister CRP, East Hampshire Community Rail Partnership and provides 

class based instruction for Year 6 pupils in all elements of rail travel, including safety.  
The Train2Travel package has also been tailored to meet the needs of Secondary Schools and can be used by other 

Community Groups with people of any age or ability.  

If you are interested in making use of this training, please contact us!

Try the Train for Free

We are delighted to announce that where possible our “Train2Travel” training packages may be followed up with a free 

local trip on the trains, courtesy of South Western Railway. These trips are available to ‘not for profit’ groups only. Please 

bear in mind that a long lead in period is necessary to allow us to organise appropriate accompanying staff for the trips. 
They are subject to availability, but if you wish to know more about our “ Try the Train for Free” packages, please 

contact us!
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Last Summer the 5th Sholing 
Brownies took advantage of our “Try 
the Train for Free” promotion by 
travelling from Sholing station to 
Southampton Central station and 
back. This year it was the turn of 
Sholing Scouts. On 22 May they took 
a trip from  station to Sholing
Portsmouth & Southsea station and 
back. South Western Railway staff 
made the trip really interesting for 
them with brilliant safety talks, 
information about how to buy tickets, 
drivers cab visits (while the train was 
stationary of course!) and much 
more! 
Thank you to all involved with 

organising the trip. We hope that the 
experience will help encourage those 
who took part to travel more 
independently by train after this! 

Top: South Western Railway Ambassador Sheree Whetren listens to a question from 
one of the Sholing scouts. Inset: The entrance to Portsmouth & Southsea station 
©.The News, Portsmouth. Above: Sholing Scouts about to enter the train driver’s cab. 

250 stakeholders 
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Sholing Scouts try the train

Other groups that have tried the train with us include Romsey Abbey Primary School, Braishfield Brownies, Lockerley Infants 
and of course Sholing Brownies.

Earlier in the year, on 7 March, Longoak Pre-School travelled from Bursledon station to Southampton Central and 
back with us, learning about rail safety at stations and on board trains. All the sights along the way were pointed out to 
the excited and well-behaved children (and helpers) and we were delighted that everyone enjoyed the experience.
A big thank you to South Western Railway staff who made this trip possible and really interesting. (Including the guard 

who blew his whistle and the driver who sounded the train horn for us!)

Bursledon Pre-School enjoy a free trip on South Western Railway
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Immaculata Scouts 
help clean up at Swaythling

On 12 March the 29th Immaculata Scouts met at Swaythling station with a 
mission - to help clean up Monks Brook Meadow. The area is on the route of our 
regular Swaythling Station Nature Walks. Volunteer Bob Painton had noticed 
debris dumped amongst the grassland and bushes steadily accumulating and as 
a consequence enlisted the help of Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership 
the local scout group, setting them to work clearing the pathways and removing 
a ton of rubbish for the benefit of the wider community!

Top: While cleaning up Monks Brook Meadow near Swaythling station, the 29th 
Immaculata Scouts found loads of rubbish as well as a discarded box full of brand 
new Christmas socks!
Left: They were well-equipped with grappling hooks and rope to help them pull items 
such as tyres out of the brook itself - under supervision of course.

Well done to the scouts and many thanks from the local community for helping to keep the public space more pleasant for 
walkers and safer for the birds and animals. 

Swaythling is judged in South & South East in Bloom competition

In Summer 2019 

Swaythling station was 

short-listed for a place in 

the South & South East 

in Bloom Competition. 

On 21 June Geoff and 

Bridget Thickett came to 

judge the garden areas, 

whilst volunteers Bob Painton and Angela Cotton 

showed the judges their attractive planting 

schemes. Geoff and Bridget were impressed. 

Up against stiff competition we did not win, 

but we were commended as a “thriving garden”. 

Many congratulations to Bob, Angela and Sue.
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Swaythling station’s Spring Nature Walk in April was a great success as 14 people enjoyed a leisurely walk along the 
Monks Brook. During the walk the group found out about the history of St. Mary’s Church at Stoneham, saw Purple 
Toothwort, three-cornered leek, wild garlic, speedwell and many other wildflowers. They then went on a search for slow 
worms, lizards and wasp spiders up at the Monks Brook Meadow. A good time was had by all. The Summer and Autumn 
Walks were well attended too. Well done Bob, and thanks as always.

Swaythling station Nature Walks

Above: Local wildlife photographer Bob Painton imparts his knowledge about the season’s 
plants and animals at Monk’s Brook Greenway on the Spring Walk.
Insets: Common Lizard, Purple Toothwort (both © R. Painton) and Three-cornered Leek.

We hope that there will be more nature walks from 
Swaythling Station through this area during 2020.  

Watch our facebook page for updates.
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Painton’s Cross 
installed at Swaythling
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Between 1914-18 thousands of British 
horses and mules passed through 
Swaythling station on trains bound 
for Southampton Docks and on to the 
battlefronts in France and Belgium. 
Thousands never returned. The 
soldiers who were killed in action are 
now remembered with the familiar red 
‘battlefields’ poppy. The lesser known 
symbol of the purple poppy remembers 
the horses, dogs and carrier pigeons 
that were part of the fight; ‘they also 
served’.
On 5 November months of hard work 

came to fruition for Swaythling 
Volunteer and Army veteran Bob 
Painton - when ‘Painton’s Cross’ was 
officially installed at the station in a 
ceremony arranged by the Three 
Rivers Community Rail 
Partnership. Local dignitaries and 
residents listened to Bob’s heart-felt 
speech, then Evelia and Romero from 
Cantell School drew back a union jack 
flag to uncover the black metal cross 
adorned with 4 gold-painted horse 
shoes and a large purple poppy in the 
centre. At the foot of the cross the 
revealed plaque read: “Painton’s Cross. 
In remembrance of Swaythling 
Remount Depot 1914-1918 and all the 
horses and mules and other animals 
that perished in the Great War of 
WW1.” Bob’s unique design is now 
officially recognised by the ‘Poppy of 
Honour’ organisation! As part of the 
display he also made ingenious purple 
poppy flowers from the bottoms of 
discarded plastic bottles and their 
screw tops. 

Bob is an inspiration to us all.
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Station usage bounces back into growth this year

% change in the last year

 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

Bitterne  83,608 86,720 96,668 104,568 104,102 97,946 89,798 95,832 85,280 -11.1 

Bursledon  60,264 59,294 59,614 65,206 63,560 64,756 60,092 54,012 60,754 12.4

Chandler’s Ford  225,622 241,514 238,502 244,338 231,912 224,034 230,174 220,264 207,192 -6.0

Dean  26,710 26,794 24,616 26,118 25,808 25,550 25,220 28,520 29,768 4.4

Eastleigh  1,504,090 1,497,042 1,532,168 1,559,710 1,643,476 1,677,878 1,673,974 1,630,160 1,665,426  2.2

Hamble  92,008 111,288 126,072 122,082 118,606 111,634 114,982 108,194 111,232 2.8

Millbrook  33,418 31,362 31,850 39,340 40,524 38,596 40,170 36,826 39,474 7.2

Mott. & Dun.  26,950 26,846 25,986 28,854 27,366 29,792 29,778 31,662 33,522 5.9

Netley  96,608 106,018 102,072 110,256 113,958 116,830 105,740 97,892 91,130  -7.0

Redbridge  25,568 30,456 33,010 34,598 38,750 46,066 43,148 42,856 43,996 3.3

Romsey  428,430 449,674 458,714 477,146 494,982 492,074 503,008 516,578 520,856 0.8

Salisbury  1,824,320 1,872,520 1,856,882 1,943,654 1,963,292 2,028,148 2,075,866 2,016,038 1,979,880 -1.8

Sholing  85,310 90,848 103,748 108,140 120,302 120,880   116,240 104,666 109,134 4.9 

Soton Airport  1,408,684 1,507,644 1,539,766 1,604,488 1,651,626 1,819,432 1,842,710 1,671,522 1,700,314 1.7

Soton Central  5,799,996 5,947,616 6,106,856 6,278,910 6,433,514 6,359,692 6,361,392 6,538,356 6,664,714 1.9

St Denys  235,356 247,418 262,794 288,956 298,364 318,044 306,040 293,400 279,642 -4.7

Swaythling  89,816 103,746 114,594 130,228 138,090 132,472 132,288 125,950 116,106 -7.8

    Total  12,041,352 12,577,268 12,852,344 13,329,104 13,673,640 13,875,602 19,200,422 19,056,726 19,333,572 1.4  

Number of passengers using stations within the Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership area by year              

For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:

% 

Page 21

Shawford  - - - - - - 203,952 197,458 204,424 0.0

Woolston  138,466 140,468 138,432 162,532 165,408 171,778 162,586 154,960 148,444 -4.2

Winchester  - - - - - - 5,083,264 5,091,580 5,242,284 0.0

Source: Office of Rail and Road  www.orr.gov.uk
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The Office of Rail and Road (ORR) has published its Usage of Station estimates report for the period April 2018–March 
2019. The figures extracted for the  area show an overall rise in the period, Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
having suffered the previous year from the effects of the Southern strikes.  Although the loss of passenger numbers at 
Chandlers Ford Netley Salisbury St Denys Swaythling Woolston , , , ,  and is disappointing, the good news is that 
many of our stations have bounced back into growth from the previous year’s declines. Year on year improvements in 
numbers at , ,  and  in particular should be applauded.Dean Mottisfont & Dunbridge Romsey Southampton Central
Overall, it seems that growth figures at some stations have suffered from a series of South Western Railway strikes and 

from some infrastructure performance problems.

-1.1% change in the previous year*



In the Summer we ran the second season of the rail-bus 

service linking Petersfield and Winchester stations 

accessing parts of the South Downs Way.
Operated by Bluestar, and funded by CrossCountry Trains, 

East Hampshire Community Rail Partnership and Three 

Rivers Community Rail Partnership, the South Downs 

Rambler ran on Sundays and Bank Holidays between 7 

July and 8 September. 

Top: Petersfield Station, Langrish House Hotel, All Saints Church 
in East Meon, Old Winchester Hill and the South Downs Way 
at Exton. 
Above: The South Downs Rambler bus 2019 season is launched 
at Petersfield Station.
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For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:
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Passenger numbers on the 
South Downs Rambler Bus 
exceed expectations
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For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:
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Top: The Shoe pub at Exton, the river Meon at Exton, The West Meon pub, West Meon crossroads and the 
Fox Inn at Bramdean.
Above: Enthusiastic passengers on The South Downs Rambler bus give the photographer a cheery wave 
while awaiting departure at Petersfield Station.

As last year, Bluestar provided the bus, but this year 
we had two regular drivers - . Despite the 
seemingly endless scorching temperatures in July 
and August, passenger numbers increased steadily 
over the weeks, due in no small part to Mike’s 
enthusiastic and friendly personality. 

Building on the success of last season we advertised the service even more this year through our 
partners’ social media outlets and through local newspapers and e-newsletters along the route. 
Passenger numbers subsequently rocketed with close to 500 trips made in 2019, compared to 200 the 
year before. 

There was something for everyone travelling on the South Downs 
Rambler: superb scenery, interesting attractions to explore, access to 
the South Downs Way, convenient transport links, a simple timetable, 
and the company of friends - old and new. 



For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:
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Top: Hinton Ampner House, Cheesefoot Head, Winchester Science Centre, King Alfred statue in Winchester’s Broadway 
and Winchester Station.
Above: Bus driver Lukasz Nitenberg, passengers boarding the bus at Winchester Station, bus driver Andrew Fitzgerald 
and just some of the many passengers who enjoyed travelling on the South Downs Rambler in 2019.

Passengers on the  bus were hugely impressed with the customer service and South Downs Rambler
superb driving skills of drivers Lukasz and Andrew, both of whom were informative, helpful and 
personable; excellent ambassadors for Bluestar. Many passengers enjoyed themselves so much on their 
summer days out that they came back to ride the route again and again.

The service is funded for 2020 and we hope to operate the bus subject to the current national health 

situation. Visit our facebook page or website for further information and updates.
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www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:

Page 26

It’s been a busy year in Woolston’s Signal Box Community Garden...

493 Facebook ‘Likes’

Chris put up nest boxes that 
blue tits nested in later in 
the year!

We skipped all the rubbish 
from the rotting shipping 
container prior to its departure.

We cleared space for more raised beds, 
and put together our new propagator 
cloche.

June

AprilMarchFebruary

We all got excited as turnips, beetroot, 
spinach, chard, lettuce, parsnip and 
radish plants came up from seeds in our 
propagator... All were HUGE by June!

May

Our Open Day in June was a great success and we met 
many appreciative local people, while raising money 

from teas, coffees and Lucy’s hand-made lavender 
bags for a new shed and railings.

“Bridget’s Garden” - out behind the ticket 
machine - looked spectacular in May!

9
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maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail
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The garden was full of flowers attracting 
lots of beetles, cinnabar moths, bumble 
bees and honey bees

July

Local lady Elizabeth generously donated lots of plants to us from her own garden... 
and we cleared more space to make another raised border.

The restoration of the signal box itself is still the subject of funding issues and we hope to 
take it over on a peppercorn rent sometime in the next year or so.

September

We had another successful Open Day and 
distributed the ‘fruits (and vegetables) of 
our labours’ to visitors. We also gave out 
lots of information, leaflets and Station 
Walks books on our stall.

June

November

We cleared a space ready for a new shed!

October

The donated plants in “Elizabeth’s 
Garden” got really established.

9

Thanks to Chris, Lucy, Nancy, Nigel, Sam and Ted for all their hard work this year. We have enjoyed each other’s company 
very much and look forward to next year’s season in the station garden.  

Remember, if you wish to join this ongoing project
at Woolston station - please get in touch!



The Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership exists to promote the use of the rail service in your area. 
Involvement from local businesses and individuals is most welcome to help us in our aims.

Once again, a huge                             to all our hard-working volunteers, all our 
community helpers and all our sponsors 

Mark Miller: info@threeriversrail.com or Nick Farthing: nick.farthing@dial.pipex.com

For train information, 
maps and useful links, visit:

www.threeriversrail.com

www.twitter.com/threeriversrailwww.facebook.com/threeriversrail

For our latest news, follow us on facebook or twitter:
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Looking back...

If you have any ideas or comments on the items covered in this e-newsletter, or on how we can further fulfil 
our role, or if you wish to volunteer some of your time to help with other projects, please contact 

We’re looking forward to a great 2020 with the Partnership!

Want to get involved?

THANK YOU

9
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